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LAW F.NFORCF.MENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE NAVAJO NATION AND 

THE ARIZONA DF.PARTMF.NT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Section I Parties 

•I .- -(.. . 

This law enforcement agreement (hereinafter .. AGREEMENT') is enlcrcc.1 into by and bct\v1.:1:n 
the Navajo Division of Public Safety. Navajo Police Department (hcrcirrnlkr '"NATION") and 
the Arizona Dcpar1mcnt of Public Safety (hereinafter "AZ DPS"). The Navajo Nation and SWt\.' 
uf Ari/.ona may also be referenced as Parties or Agencies. 

Section 11 Purpose 
This AGREEMENT is enlcre<l into to provide for the orderly un<l effective cnforcerrn:nt or 1he 
lTiminal an<l tralTic laws of the Navajo Nation and the State of Arizona within Navajo Indian 
Country, as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1151: to prevent any jurisdiction from becoming a sanctuary 
for violators of the law of another jurisdiction: to prevent inter-jurisdictional night; and to foster 
greater r1.:spect for the laws of each jurisdiction by the more certain applic<1tion thereof. This 
AGREEMENT is based on mutual respect for and recognition of the inherent sovereignty of the 
~avajo Nation and the State or Arizona and the laws enacted by each sovereign. 

S~ction 111 Authorities 
The :-.JATION is tluly authorized to enter into this AGREEMENT pursuant to 17 N.N.C. § 102 
;md 2 N.N.C: . § 1353. as amended. AZ DPS is authorized to enter into this AUREEMF.NT 
pmsuant to A.R.S. § 1 I -951. et s1.•q., and A.R.S . § 13-3872. 

Section IV Creation of Third Party Rights or Benefits; Use of Agreement :1s 
Evidence 

This AGREEMENT docs not create any substantive or procedural right or benl.!lit. civil llr 

criminal. in favor of any person or entity not a party hereto; nor docs it create a 'duty to respond 
not othcrwis~ imposed by a.pplic;1ble law. No part of this AGREEMENT may he used as 
evidence in any court proceeding by any party hereto or any successor, assignee. or subrogee of 
any pmty hereto unless the entire AGREEMENT is also received into evidence. Failure lo 
follow the provisions of the AGREEMENT shall not. of itself. constitute a defense. grounJ li.1r 
suppression of evidence. or basis !'or tlismissal of any criminal action. 

Scdion V Territorial Application 
Th~ geographical area covered by this AGREEMENT is co-extensive with the boundaries or the 
Arizona portil)n of the Navajo Nation and the State of Arizona. providetl nothing hen.:in shall 
limit the application of the laws or fresh pursuit to ;.my action undcrtnken pursuant to this 
A(iREEMENT and each Party acting under the authority of this AGREEMENT may engage in 
fresh pursuit as <lllowed by law. 

Section VI Scope of Powers 
A. Pursuant to this AGREEMENT. the NA Tl ON hereby grants AZ DPS officers those 

powers necessary to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the Navajo Nalion. including 
the powers lo conduct searches or make arrests for any violations thereor to the foll 
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..:xt..:nl as allowed hy applic;iblc law. hereinalicr rclcrrcd to as "mulllal aid la\\ 

..:nli.m:cmcnt ccrti lication." 

IL Thc: Pa11ics to this AGRE EM ENT rc:cognizc and .icknowkdgc that NATION ulfo:crs an: 
c.·crtili<.:d through Arizona Peace Orliccr Standards and Tr:rining. amt therchy 
independently "possess and exercise all law enli.m:cmcnt powers of pcm.:c olfo:ers" in the 
State of l\rizon:i. see l\ .R.S. §IJ-3874. Nothing in this A<iRF.EMENT diminishes sud1 
autlwrity. 

Scl'lion VI I A1>plic:1tio11 for (\•rtiticatiun 
i\ . The Director or AZ DPS. or his or her dcsignee. shall complete amt suhmit thi.· 

NATION's Peace Onicer Commission Card form (Exhihit I) for each AZ DPS nlfo:cr 
who is qualified for a mutual ai<l law enforcement certificution. An 1\Z DPS unkcr is 
qu;di lied if he or she completes the fClJllirc<l tr.1ining pursuant tu Suhscctilm 13. 
satislltctorily meets all rct1uiremcnts on the Pc;1ce Officer Commission Canl form. :md 
the Director of DPS. or his or her designec. submits a stutcment of lltmlilic;1tiu11s that 
includes certilication or a satisfactory back~round check conducted within the last live 
years of the date of the application and copies of :1 currently vali<l St:1tc or Ariwna 
driver's license and a vali<l Arizona Department of Public Sal~ty law enforcement 
cc11iticat ion card for each applic:ml. 

B. AZ DPS orliccrs shall compll!lc a I Cl-hour training course al thc NATION's police 
a~·adcmy. or ul such other locution agreed upon hy the Partics. prior to reci.:i\'ing a muuwl 
aid law enforcement ccrti lication hy the NATION. 

(.' . The :--1 ATION sh:11l. without undue dday. ccrti fy each applic:mt upon <letennining. that 
the applicant is qu:1li lied for mutual aid law enforcement certi lic:ition. No upplicant shall 
hi: dcnicu a mutual aid law c11forccmenl certification on the basis of race. crl!cd. sex . or 
color. 

D. t\11 AZ DPS officer shall remain commissioned under this AGREEMENT unless :mll 
until he or she resigns his or her employment as ~111 AZ DPS ol'ficcr. AZ DPS :;lwll 
ti1111.:ly notify the NATION or such resignation. ;md /\Z DPS slmll rclllm thc AZ DPS 
ofliccr's Nav;ijo nrntual law enforcement certification cnr<l within ten (I 0) calendar days 
nr thl.! d:1te of resignation to the official und address shown in Section XXI. 

E. AZ DPS agrees to timely noli ly the NA TJON if an J\Z DPS officer who holds :1 Navajo 
mutual aid law enforcement ccrtilication under this AGREEMENT is being considcr~d 
li.ir tcnnination from AZ DPS cmployml!nt or has been charged with or conviclcd or~' 
lclony or misdcmem10r. 

F. The NATION may, ul ;my lime. suspend or revoke any mu(t1ul aid law cnforcc:mcnl 
ccrtilicalion issued pursuant to this AGREEMENT for reasons solely within the 
NATlON's discretion. The NJ\ TION shall notity. in writing. the official :.ind address 
shown in Section XXI of the suspension or revocation of any certified AZ DPS ofliccr. 
AZ DPS shall rctum the oflicer's Nnv<tio mutual luw enforcement certification card 
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\\it hi II 11..'11 ( I 0) 1:alendar days llf the dale or the suspension or l"l..'\'UC:tlinn Ill the II nki:tl 
and address shown in Section XXI. 

Sl'l'tion VIII Arrest and Custody Procedures 
:\ . Indian suspects :1rrestcd within the NATION's tcrritori•il jurisdiction by :111y ccnilil:d :\Z 

DPS ufliccr pursuunt to this /\GREEM ENT shall he immediatdy t:ikcn to thl.! ;1pprnpriah.: 
:111d nc:1n:st NATION detention facility for hooking except i r the ;ippropriat..: and nc:m:sl 
:-..l/\TION detention facility is Shiprm:k. New Mexico. In this cas1.:. ;111 AZ [)JIS olfo:cr 
s lwll transli:r the Indian suspect to a NA TIO:"J onicer who will transport the suspci.:t Ill 

thc Shi1lrnck detention foci lily li.>r hooking. 

H. >Jon-Indian susp..:cts arrested by NATION oniccrs pursuant to this AGREEMENT shall 
h1.· tak1.:11 to the ;1ppropria1c County detention focility for booking in the Counly in whii.:h 
1 he ;11-rcst occurs. 

( ·. 1\ :--1/\TION oflkcr who un-ests any 11011-lndi.in shall inforn1 the :1m:stec uJ' his or her 
rights as required hy !i.:ucral l:lw. 

I>. :\ c..:rtilicd AZ IJPS officer who arrests any lndi;111 wi1hin the NATION's territl)l'ial 
jurisdiL·tion under any provision or Lhc NATION's crimin;il laws shall inform Lhe am:sti:-i.: 
tif his or her rights relating lo criminal law t1mkr the Nav•tjo Bill of Rights. 

I: . 1\ l:ertilicd J\Z DPS oflicer who. ir:iuthorizc<l by the 13ure•n• of Indian Affairs (''131A") to 
cnli.lrL·c li:dcral l.iw. arrests any lndi;m within the NATION's territorial jurisdiction 1i.1r 
any offens~ under I 8 U.S .C:. * 1152 or 1153. or •my other applic<1hlc li:deral crimimil law. 
shall inl(lml the atTcstee or his or her rights us required hy federal law. tr the AZ DPS 
oflk..:r is not lcdernlly commissioned by the 13IA. he or she shall hold the suspect until a 
ti.:derally commissioned NATION ofliccr or other fotlcrnlly commissioned ollicc-r m:1y 
in IC.mn the suspect of' his or her rights as required by fcd1.:ral law. 

F. In the event an arrest is mat.le. or could be made. under 18 U.S.C. § 1152 or 1153 or for 
;111y federal felony within the NATION 's territorial jurisdiction: 

(.j. 

I . by a federally commissioned NATION olliccr. thm oniccr shall immcdi;1lely 
notify a NATION Criminal Investigator or ..-BJ Agent who will then proceed with 
the case; or 

1 by :m AZ DPS orlicer only ir federally commissioned. he or she shall immcdiati:ly 
notify a NATION Criminal Investigator or FBI Agent who will then proceed with 
th!.! C<.ISC. 

,\ catilkd AZ DPS officer who arr..:sts any Indian within the NATION·s 1erri1ori.1I 
jurisdiction shall notify the NATION's police disputchcr. viu police radio. of the arre!>t. 
obtain a report number. prepare umJ suhmil a complete and aceurutc NATION 
•1rrc!>tlbooki11g report, submit the mTcst report to the proper NATION polici.: district 
immediately lor processing. tOf\vard said infonnation and documents lo the propcr 
NATION Prosecutor's Office. and shall honor any Navajo district court subpoena :md 
summons relating to the arrest. 
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11. A NATION ofliccr who urrc.:srs a non-Indian pursuant 10 this A(jRF.EMENT shall 11111il\ 
thl.! m:;ircst sheri rrs dispatcher. via police r:idio. 0 r the :1m.:s1. obtain a n.:purr lllllllhcr. 
prepare and submit " com1>lcte and ;iccuratc sherin~s arresllhooking n.:pnrl. submit the 
arrest ri:porl to the nearest shcriff s facility immeuiatcly for processing. forward said 
i11l{mnatio11 :mu documents 10 that county's district :111orncy. and shall honor :my co1111ty 
or 111:1gistratc court suhpoena and summons relating to th1: arrest. 

Sl•clion IX lnvcsti~ntions 

.-\ll i11\'l.:s1ig:11ions. including sc:irchcs and seizures. conducted within the applic:ihlc h:rrilory 111" 
this :\< jJU:EM ENT shal I he conducted pursu:mt to applicable N:iv:tjl1, Arizona :u1d/or fl.!dcral 
b\\ . 

Forfeitures 
If. as a r1:sult of nny investigation within the NATION's territorial jurisdiction in which rhc 
:-./,\TION and AZ DPS participute together and :my tungiblc items of contrnbaml. induding 
111n1H:y. :m.: seized from an Indian or non-lndiun pursuam to rhe criminal luws of the Nm·ajo 
:'-lat ion ur the State of Arizona. the NJ\ TION and AZ DPS shall share in the <listrihutirn1 of any 
and •ill items not otherwise legally dl..!stroyc<l or money forfeited as a result of said i11vcs1ig:11io11. 

( 

Sharcs and proceeds from the sate of any amt ;111 items. including mon1:y. will be disrrihutcd c 
hascd lm applicable law and the relative contributions or the p•trticipating Agencies. lklatin: 
t·11111rihulions will be coopcrativcly cvaluatcu and determined hy particip;1ti11g Agency hcads or 
their authorized di.:leg<1tcs. 

Crime St:ati!itics 
Thc Parties agn:c tlrnl crime st:.itistics arising rrom arrests and investig;1tions colllluclcd pursuant 
tu rhis AGREEMENT shall be accountcu for and maintainc<l hy thl.! Agency in " ·hose 
jurisdiction the offense was commillcu. 

Sl'l'tion XII Extradition 
.-\n~' Indian located within the NATION's territorial jurisdiction who hus violated /\ri:tona 
1.-ri111i11al law :111d who seeks asylum from prosecution by the Stale of Arizona shall be cxrraditcd 
purs11:111t ro 17 N.N.C. ** 1951 cl set/ .• as may be :unen<led. except it"thc arrest is as a result or 
fresh pursuit pursuant to Section V of this AGREEMENT. 

S1:ctiou XIII Citations for Traffic Offenses 
;\. A ccrtilicd AZ DPS officer who effects a stop for :i tranic offense within the NATIO:--l's 

territorial jurisdiction on any Indian may issu1: a written warning or issut: a citation into 
the appropriate Nuvajo district court or effect :111 :irrcsl where pemiith:J by Navujo h1w. 

I~ . :\NATION oniccr who effects a slop for a trnflic offcnsl.) within lhc Swtc of Arizona hlll 
outside the N l\TION 's territorial jurisdiction on :my non- Indian may issue a verbal nr 
wrillcn waming or issue :1 State or Arizona traffic citation or effect un arrest \\.fo;rc 
penniuctl by Ariwna law. 

Section XIV Supen•ision and Control of NATION Officers and AZ DPS Officers 
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N:\TION onicers renrnin under the ultimate supervision and control or the NATION. but shall 
take direction from the rnnldng AZ DPS oniccr when NATION ofliccrs arc exercising authority 
~r.intctl pursuant to this AGREEMENT in assistance or AZ DPS oflkcrs outside the NATION's 
ll:rritnri;il jurisdiction. Certified AZ OPS oflicers shall rcnwin under the ultimate supervision 
and L'onlrol of AZ DPS. hut sh<ill take direction from the rnnking l'ATION o11icer when 
cxcn:ising m1thority granted pursuant to this AGREEMENT in assisiance of NATION olfo:crs. 

Sl•crion XV Compcnsn1io11 and Ucnclits of NATION Officers and AZ OPS Officers 
:\II N :\ TION oniccrs remain employees or the NATION. The NATION shall remain liuhk for 
l'\:\TION onicers' salurics. workers' compensation. amJ civil liabilities. E:1ch i\i/\TION olfo.:cr 
sllall he dccmcc..I to he performing regular duties for the NATION while pcrfomiing public so.lli.:ty 
s1.T,·iccs pursuant to this AGREEMENT. /\II certified AZ DPS officers remain cmployccs or the 
Stale nf .'\rizona. The Stale of Arizona shall rcmain liable for all AZ DPS olfo:crs' sal;irics. 
" ·orkcrs' cllmpcnsation. mu.I civil liabilities. Each ccrtilied AZ DPS ofticer slmll he deemed 10 

Ill.· pcrfonning regular duties for the State of Ari~ona while performing public sali:ty scrviL·cs 
pursuanl tl) this AGREEMENT. 

Sl'l' lion XVI Dispute Resolution 
In the cn:nl of a dispute. claim or controversy ("dispute" ) arising out or or related lo th is 
t\C.iREEMENT. the Parlics <igrec lo meet as promptly ~1s possible to inl0nm1lly resol ve the 
dispute in good faith. In the event the Parties are unable to reach informal rcsolt11iu11. either 
P~1rt y. lll' hoth, may notify the uthcr in writing of intent lo Lenninalc the AGREEMENT in 
at·conh1111.:c with Section XVIII of this AGREF.MENT. 

Scclion XVII lndcnmilication 
The NATION shall he liable for all acts or foilure lo <ict of its Oflicl!rs acting within the scope or 
the :-.J!\TION's employment. The State or Ari7.ona shall be liahlc lbr any and all ac ts or foilurc 
to acl of certified AZ DPS orticers acting within the scope of the Stale or Arizona's employment. 

Section XVII I Duration. Modification and Termination of A~rccmcnt 
This AGREEMENT is in effect for a period of live (5) years from the elate of signing unkss 
mmlilicd or lenninated as Jeseribed below. Renewals of this AGREEMENT may be made. each 
rm a live-year period, with e:1ch renewal being completed und upprovcd al least thirty (30) 
cah:nd:.ir d~1ys prior lo the expir.nion of the preceding live-year period. Any amendment Ill 1his 
AGREEMENT may he adopted by an instmmcnt in writing signed by all Punics to this 
AGREEMENT subject to approval by the appropriate authorities. The NATION or AZ DPS 
may 1crminatc this agreement upon written notice of at least thirty (30) culcndar days prior to the 
lL' nninalic.m date. by certi lkd, retum receipt, postul mai I. Such written nolice shall bc forwarded 
tn the Director of DPS for the Stale of Arii'.om1 and to the Chief of Police for the NATION. All 
parties arc hereby on notice thut this contract is subject to canccllalion for Clmflicts of Interest 
pursuant lo A.R.S. * .38-511 . 

Section :'\IX Pro\'isions lk<1uircd in Contracts witll Agencies of the Stutc of Arizona 
Notwithst<lllding any provision of the AGREEMENT to the contrary~ . the NA TTON ag,recs to 
abide by the following tcnns mul provisions that arc required for contracts with AZ DPS. a 
~nnstitucnl department or th!! Stale or Arizona: 



:\. The NATION shall retain <lll data an<l other records relating to the pcrform:mcc.: 111' lhc 
AC iR !'.EM ENT for a period of live years ul\er the.: completion of the.: /\C.iREEM ENT. :\II 
records shall he subject to inspection and audit by the AZ DPS al n.:asonahlc ti1111.:s . l :pnn 
rclJlh.:st. the NATION shall produce a kgihle copy of :.my or all such ri:cords. 

H. Thi.: Parl ies :igree to comply with all applicable slalc and foderal statutes and regulations 
c.:unccrning :111ti-discrimim1tion practices. This contr;1ct is governed hy Arizona E:<c1..·uti\'1..' 
Order 2009-01). 

s~ction XX Sovereign Immunity 
N111h i11g in this ACiRF.C:MF.NT. or in any li1turc.: amcn1.lmen1s. shall he interpreted. either 
cxpn.:ssly or iniplic.:dly. as constituting a wuivcr or1he sovereign immunity or the Navajo N:1ti1111 
nr or !he Stale of Arizona. 

Sl·clion XXI Notices 
All nnticl.!s anti communications required or pennittcd under this AGREEMENT sh:ill he in 
writ ing and sh;1ll i.:ither he delivered in person or sent hy ce11ilfod mail. rctum receipt rcqui:sti:d. 
111 the inh:ndcd n:cipicnt at the a<l<lr~sscs set forth below (or such other address as a Party may 
hcrcalkr specify in writin~): 

~ATION : 

AZ DPS: 

Chief of Police 
Navajo Police Department 
P.O. Hnx 33<>0 
Window Rock. AZ 86515-DM> 

Director 
Arizona Department or Public Safely 
P.O. Box (1(138 

Phoenix. AZ 85005-6638 

Sl·l.'tion XXII s~wings Clause 
II" any provision of this AGREEMENT is hcl<l invali<l or unenforceable by any court \ll' 
w111pc1c111 juris<liction. the rcnmindcr shall remain in cnt.:ct unless terminated us provi<lc<l hcrdn. 

Section XXIJJ Entire Agreement 
This ACiREEMENT. including •my exhibits or other atrnchmcnts. constitutes the entire terms. 
conditions and understandings of the Parties hereto. There arc no represt:ntations or provisions 
11thcr than thos1: contained herein. 

Sl'ctio11 XXIV f.ffcctivc Date of Ai?rccmenl 
This /\CiREEMENT shall become effective on the date the l:ist signature or Lhe appropriate..· 
aulhoritics is •1rtixcd below. This AGREEMENT may be executed up to four counlt!q>nrls: each 
tu he tri.:atcd as the original. 
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Tllft: NA VA.JO NATION: 

~ - / " / "/7 f.: -~/),L . -~·ti.tJlft{ . 
- -4- ··"------'~--,,+--

I.kn Shdly. N:1v;ijo Nalion I c. ·dent 

' \ -
-----·- - ----

.I 1h1 l!illisu11. Executive Director 
. av jo Division of Public Safety 

.:\pprovcd :1s to fotm: 

,,.-· ../-/ -L-
{_ lc...:~!'rf." - - - -- - - -- ---­

Arizona .'\ttnrncy General's Office 
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ToMHORNE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OFFICE OF THE ARIZONA ATTORNEY GENERAL 

CIVIL DIVISION/TRANSPORTATION SECTION 

ANNI L. FOSTER 
AsSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

DIRECT PHONE NO. 602.542.8859 
EMAIL: ANNI.FOSTER@aug.gov 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
DETERMINATION 

DPS Contract No. 2011-217, an agreement between the Navajo Nation and the Arizona 

Department of Public Safety, has been reviewed pursuant to A.R.S. § 11-952, by the undersigned 

Assistant Attorney General who has determined that it is in the proper form and is within the powers 

and authority granted to the Department of Public Safety. 

No opinion is expressed as to the authority of the remaining parties, other than the State or its 

agencies. to enter into said agreement. 

Date: November 2 . 2011 

ALF:clw:ma:w 

Thomas C. Home 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Anni L. Foster 
Assistant Attorney General 
Transportation Section 

1275W. WASHINGTONSTREET, PHOENIX,AZ 85007 • PHONE 602.542.1680 • FAX 602.542.3646 • WWW.AZACi.CiOV 
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COIVIMISSION CARD FOIU'I: Commissioned Officer 

This is to certify that holds a 
~ommission card as a Commissioned Officer with the Division of Public Safety, Navajo 
Nation and may c:xercise all authority concomitant with that position. This commission is 
1.:xpressly subject to the conditions contained in the Affidavit and Agreement attached 
here to. 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 

NAME: 

RANK; 

DUTY STATION : 

CURRENT ADDRESS: 

IJAOGE NUMBER: 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

CENSUS NUMBER: 

DA TE OF OIRTil: 

llElGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

COLOR Or HAIR: 

COLOR OF EYES: 

t lF LOST. WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO PERSONNEL 
\.tANAGEMENT SECTION ANO A REQUEST FOR A NEW CARD) 

DATE OF ISSUE: 
EXPIRATION DATE: 
COMMISSION CARD #: 

,\PPROVED BY: 

... 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

EXHIBIT 

DlVISION DIRECTOR. NDPS I 1 



AFFIDAVIT AND AGREE~IENT 

I , (PRINT CLEARLn pursuant to 

my commission as a Commissioned Otlicer with the Division of PubHc Satety. Navajo 

Nation accept the responsibilities of conducting myself in a manner which will not bring 

discredit to the Navajo Nation. I understand that this involves, among other things, that I 

will never use my authority officiously, that [ will be exemplary in my speech and that in 

any of my actions under my commission will ( never dishonor the trust which has been 

placed upon me. 

[ will use lhis commission onJy in the course of official law enforcement duties and 

in the protection of life and property. 

Signature of Commissioned Officer 

Signature of Chief of Police, 
Director or Sheriff 

Subscribed and sworn before me this Jay of .!O 11 
~~~~- -~~~~~~~--

Notary Public My commission expires 

(Seal) 

R4:viscd: 10/30/2010 
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